
the cases\p=m-\5per cent.\p=m-\thecarcinoma appeared before
40 years of age, and that in the same proportion the car-
cinoma appeared as primarily multiple tumors. In
eight of the cases the prolonged use of arsenic is re-

corded. The direct influence of the arsenic is strongly
suggested by the fact that in eight of the eleven cases of
psoriasis followed by epithelioma some form of keratosis
preceded for a longer or shorter period the appearance
of the carcinomatous process ; and in seven this keratosis
was of the palmar and plantar variety, such as is now

generally recognized as frequently caused by arsenic
when taken internally for a long time. While Hulke
and Butlin failed to find that workers in arsenic were

especially liable to carcinoma, Geyer is stated by Hart-
zell to have observed that carcinoma, having its begin¬
ning in "arsenic warts" on the fingers, is frequent among
the arsenic miners in Reichenstein, Russia.

While we are not justified in building elaborate the¬
ories in regard to the pathogenesis of carcinoma ffom
the facts here mentioned, yet it is noteworthy that the
early appearance and primary multiplicity of the car¬

cinoma accompanying psoriasis indicate some special
etiologic factor. Whether this is to be sought in the ar¬

senic administered is, of course, an open question, but
there are good arguments in favor of that' view. As¬
suming the probability that the internal administration
of arsenic may lead to the growth of carcinoma does not
mean that all carcinomas are due to the same cause;
there are numerous facts in connection with carcinoma
which indicate the multiple character of the agents
which appear to play a part in its causation. Carcinoma
caused by arsenic would indicate that this chemical
substance so acts on the epithelial cells as to profoundly
modify their biologic character. Parasites of various
kinds might be able to produce substances capable of a

similar action. All theory as to the parasitic origin of
carcinoma need not therefore be abandoned because it
seems likely that arsenic may cause carcinoma. On the
whole, it would seem to be of greater promise of immedi¬
ate advances in our knowledge of the etiology and pre¬
vention of carcinoma if we could begin to study this
dreadful malady from the standpoint of various smaller
etiologic groups than is the case at present, when the
investigators have staked everything on the demonstra¬
tion or the refutation of some single, broad and general
theory.

Medical News.
Two deaths from hydrophobia were reported in Chi-

cago last week.
Plans have been formulated to establish a Jewish

hospital in Omaha, Neb.
The Holy Trinity hospital, Manitowoc, Wis., was

dedicated September 28.
The corner-stone of the county insane asylum,

Julietta, Ind., was laid October 9.
Dr. Edward E. Mackenzie, Baltimore, will leave

that city to locate in California.
Prof. William L. Rodman, Philadelphia, has been

elected an honorary member of the Lehigh Valley (Pa.)
Medical Association.

Dr. John Madison Taylor has returned to Phil-
adelphia from his summer home at Bar Harbor.
Dr. A. Beverly Campbell, St. Joseph, Mo., presi-

dent of Central Medical College, has returned from
Europe.
Dr. O. D. Hamlin, Oakland, has been elected phy-

sician to the Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institute at
Berkeley, Cal.
A seaman just from Santiago died of yellow fever in

Baltimore, October 8. A post-mortem was made by the
city physicians.
Smallpox is reported at New Florence, Pa. There

have been five cases, and the schools have been ordered
closed for two weeks.
Dr. Paul 0. Owsley, a graduate of the Johns Hop¬

kins Medical School, has been appointed associate sur¬

geon of St. Joseph's Hospital, Baltimore.
The latest news from Portugal states that the

plague has made its appearance in at least one place out¬
side of the sanitary cordon being maintained for its
restriction.
Dr. Thomas G. As.hton, of the Jefferson Medical

College, Philadelphia, has been elected associate pro¬
fessor of medicine in the Woman's Medical College of
Philadelphia.
Dr. D. C. Jones, for many years resident physician

and surgeon of the Soldiers' Home at Leavenworth,
Kan., has been appointed surgeon of the new soldiers'
home at Danville, 111.
Dr. W. Wynn Westcott has been elected president of

the Society for the Promotion of the Study and Cure
of Inebriety, London, the vacancy occurring by the
death of Dr. Norman Kerr.
In answer to the request of the Six Nations Indians,

who have a reserve on the Grand River below Brantford,
Ont., the Provincial Health Department has organized
a board of health for that district.
Dr. J. P. Rottot, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,

Laval University, cedes his place as professor of clinics,
to Dr. Demers, who will be replaced by Dr. Benoit.
Lectures were resumed on the 4th inst.
A resolution was adopted at the last meeting of the

Illinois State Board of Health, providing for the recog¬
nition of licenses to practice medicine when issued by
states whose requirements are equivalent to those of
Illinois.

By the will of Dr. Galvin Ellis, of the class of '46,
and who died in 1883, $140,000 has been given to Har¬
vard University. Most of this is to be devoted to the
education of his descendants and to maintaining three
professors at the medical school.
Before the American Society of Municipal Improve¬

ments, which closed its proceedings in Toronto on Octo¬
ber 5, Dr. W. C. Woodward, health officer, Washington,
I). C, read the report of the committee on "Disposition
of Garbage and Street Cleaning."
Dr. Bryce has been investigating an outbreak of ty-

phoid fever at Campbellford, Ont., and finds that the
cause is traceable to polluted wells. His department
will recommend the passing of a by-law for the regula¬
tion of the waterworks system of the town.
Dr. Alvah H. Doty, health officer of New York,

sailed October 10 to visit the principal emigrant em¬
barkation ports in Europe, for the purpose of obtaining
a more concerted action on the part of the foreign au-
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thorities preventing the departure for this country of
infected persons.
The death of a surgeon, Marchand, is thus lamented

in L'Opinion Med., August 26 : "He was if not one of
the greatest, yet one of the stoutest of surgeons. His
death will not cause so many tears to be shed as did his
•operations. He was septique through and through."

Owing to excessive pressure from steam placed in a
ceramic sterilizer at the laboratory of hygiene of the
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, a severe ex¬

plosion occurred on October 7, of such a character as to
severely wound four workmen employed in the lab¬
oratory.
The Illinois State Board of Health has received

advices that fifteen cases of smallpox exist in Carbon-
dale. From unofficial sources the list is increased to
thirty. Ten cases have been reported from Mankanda.
At Downs, where the diagnosis of thirty cases was dis¬
puted, there are six cases.
Tiik trustees of the University of Pennsylvania

have elected John G. Clark, associate instructor in
gyneeology in the Johns Hopkins Hospital, to the chair
of gyneeology in the University of Pennsylvania Med¬
ical School, of which he was a graduate in the class of
1891. The appointment carries with it a position in
the Faculty.
According to the Montevideo correspondent of the

London Times, the discovery has been made that a

syndicate exists in that city which makes a practice of
insuring the lives of poor people and afterward killing
them for the insurance money. It is said that the syn¬
dicate has policies covering the sum of $150,000, and
that at least one American company has been affected.
Philadelphia's city fathers, having granted the

public request that an election be held for the purpose
of deciding whether or not pure water is needed, have
decided to place on the ballot certain words which mightnot be the best for pure water. The outside of the ballot
will have the words, "Increase the debt;" the other
ballot against pure water will read "No increase of
debt."
The Health Department of New York City has

applied for an appropriation of $1,135,924 for the ex¬

penses of the department for the year 1900. This is an
increase of almost $24,000 on the appropriation for the
present year. It is stated that the increased amount
is for the improvement of the service in the Boroughof Brooklyn, where the inspection system is regarded
as inadequate.

The case of the Illinois State Board of Health vs.
the Independent Medical College has been appealed
from the Circuit Court of Cook County and will be
heard by the Supreme Court next week. As the college
made no defense, the Circuit Court rendered a judg¬
ment of ouster. Anticipating adverse action, the In¬
dependent Medical College has changed its name to
the Metropolitan Medical. College.
Dr. C. M. Karst of St. Petersburg, Russia, has be¬

queathed to the Board of Guardians of the Industrial
Homes, 40,000 roubles ($20,000) on the following con¬
ditions : that during his (testator's) life the interest of
the money all be paid to him annually, and that afte'r
his death the money shall be used for the purpose of
building and maintaining a home for homeless children,
the home to bear his name.
Dr. W. Frank Eoss, Champaign, 111., who was cited

to appear before the Illinois State Board of Health to

show cause why his license to practice medicine should
not be revoked, has secured, an injunction against the
Board pending a decision by the Supreme Court. The
principal charges are as follows: Running a fraudu¬
lent institution, selling a diploma and seeking to ob¬
tain money by fraudulent representations.
The arrangements made by the Chicago Health

Department for prompt attention to emergency cases
during the Chicago Day festivities were highly credit¬
able to that Department; under the supervision of Dr.
C. C. Hunt, three emergency hospitals were established
along the line of march of the parade. Police ambu¬
lances were in accessible places and promptly responded
to all calls, of which there were about fifty.
The sum of $50,000 has recently been given to the

University of Pennsylvania, the object of which will be
toward defraying part of the cost of the new dor¬
mitories now in the course of construction. The name
of the donor has been Avithheld for the present. The
property at Thirty-fourth and Locust streets has been
acquired by the trustees, and on this site the new lab¬
oratory of medicine and the new gymnasium will be
built.

A special committee of the Illinois State Board of
Health, appointed to investigate the advisability of es¬
tablishing a state institution for the care of consump¬
tives, has made its report to that body and urges that
an appropriation of $200,000 be granted by the legis¬
lature for the establishment of a sanatorium. Action
has been deferred until the next meeting of the Board.
It is stated that the project has the approval of the
Governor.
Prof. Lewellys F. Barker, associate professor of

pathology, and Mr. J. M. Flint, of Johns Hopkins
University, returned October 2, after a seven months'
absence. They left Baltimore last March, in company
with Prof. Simon Flexner and others, to study in the
Philippines, as noted in the Journal. After spending
some months in Manila and vicinity they visited Hong¬
kong, China, and Bombay and Paona, India, where
they made a study of the bubonic plague in all its
phases.

Rev. H. A. Slaughter, two months ago a Baptist
preacher in St. Joseph, Mo., is now president of the
National School (Medical) of "Neropathy." His cre¬
dentials represent a six weeks' course under the "cele¬
brated magnetic healer," Weltmer, of Missouri. The
course in neropathy covers from two to four weeks.
Instruction is given during the day, in the evening, or

by mail, for $100. A. diploma is given, and according
to the laws of Missouri, is good and valid. The name of
the school is new, the branches taught are unknown,
but the term "neropathy" seems not inappropriate for
irregulars.
The first ñve cases of the plague at Oporto occurred

among Spanish resident dock hands, who were evidently
infected while handling germ-laden merchandise. This
is a discouraging feature in the case, as, although the
incubation period in man is about ten days, there seems
to be scarcely a limit to the vitality of germs lurking in
clothing and merchandise. The Paris dailies state that
Dr. Salambeni was injured in the knee by a stone thrown'
by the populace at the little party of medical men on
their way to hold the autopsy of a case. Dr. Hauser
writes from Madrid, to the Deutsche Medicinsche Woch¬
enschrift, that the Yersin serum has not proved ef¬
fectual.
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The Milwaukee (Wis.) Medical College opened its
new term October 3, with an enrollment of 200.—The
opening exercises of the Woman's Medical College, Bal¬
timore, were held October 2, and those of the medical
department of the University of Tennessee, Nashville,
the same date.—The Woman's Medical College, Phil¬
adelphia, opened September 26.—The Medical Depart¬
ment of Toronto University opened for the session on

Monday evening, the 2d inst. Dr. Primrose delivered
the opening lecture, on "The Life of John Hunter, The
Father of Surgery." At Trinity Medical College on
the afternoon of the 3d inst., Professor Clark, D.C.L.
of Trinity University delivered the opening lecture,
taking for his subject, "The x\lcoholic and Tobacco
Habits in their Effects on Student and Professional
Life."

Canada.
(From Our Regular Correspondent.)

Toronto, Oct. 7, 1S99.
ONTARIO AND DIPHTHERIA.

The Provincial Board of Health has issued a circular to the
chairmen and members of the local boards of health throughout
the province, calling attention to the still notable prevalence
of diphtheria in Ontario, as instanced by the following figures:
in 1891, there were 952 deaths from this disease, while in 1898
there were 634. In order to show the beneficial results that
have accrued from the employment of antitoxin in this, since
its introduction, the circular tabulates figures taken from the
annual reports for 1898, of the Metropolitan Asylums Board
Hospitals of London, England; and also evidences by age, the
notable falling off in the mortality statistics from the first
to the fifth year. After this citation, the local boards of
health throughout the province are called on to put forth every
effort to obtain the earliest information possible in regard to
existing cases of diphtheria, and if necessary to supply the
serum to those who are too poor to purchase it for themselves.
"The influence of antitoxin in the occurrence and course of dip-
theritie paralysis," is pointed out; and the necessity empha¬
sized for the earliest possible administration of the serum, as

the earlier it is given the less likely the incidence of paralysis.
The consensus of opinion in Ontario is that when the antitoxin
is given at the very onset of .the disease, there is not the tend¬
ency to paralysis as when given later on, and in the first in¬
stance, the paralysis nearly always remains mild. Copies of
this circular have been sent to every practitioner in Ontario;
and the clearing of the decks for action in a determined on¬
slaught on this disease is certainly to be commended on the
part of the provincial secretary of the Board of Health, and it
will be interesting to watch for the results in his next annual
report.

A CREMATORY FOR WINNIPEG.
Dr. M. S. Inglis, M. H. 0., is agitating for a by-law to provide

for the construction and maintenance of a city crematory.
Under the present arrangements, the refuse of the city is
gathered together in the western confines of the city, in a

"mountain of filth," whence its foul odors are disseminated
broadcast, at times even reaching to the General Hospital.
Annually this pile increases in size to the extent and by the
addition of 30,000 tons of garbage, which condition of affairs
has been going on for the last fifteen years. The health officer
describes the condition as extremely unsanitary and expensive,
and it does not ultimately dispose of the garbage at all. Under
the existing laws the city has no right to create a nuisance
any more than a private citizen has. The present system costs
the city $25,000 annually, whereas it is estimated that erema-

tion would reduce that materially. Although a by-law for
this purpose was submitted to the people and voted on at the
municipal elections in December last, it did not meet with
success, no doubt owing to the fact that other by-laws were

coupled with it. Dr. Inglis asks that a separate and distinct
by-law for this special purpose be submitted to the people at
the next municipal elections.

JUBILEE HOSPITAL,. WINNIPEG.
There was a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the

Winnipeg General Hospital, September 27, when it was decided,
on account of the increased work, that an assistant woman

superintendent should be appointed. Miss C. Thompson, a

graduate of Johns Hopkins, received the appointment for one

year, at tne end of which time one of the graduates of the
Winnipeg Training Hospital will be substituted. The new

jubilee addition to the Hospital is now ready for the reception
of patients; and on October 5, the building was thrown open
for inspection by the general public. For surgical cases, the
intermediate wards are now ready; and the daily rate for
patients in these will be $1, payable in advance. Patients in
these wards may be attended by any physician they may en¬

gage, wno is duly qualified to practice in Manitoba. No pa¬
tients will be received in these wards unless they are to be
attended by their own physicians and for his fees they must be
responsible.

NEW MATERNITY HOSPITAL FOE MONTREAL.
Lord Strathcona has contributed $10,000 for this undertak¬

ing. The facilities for studying practical obstetrics by the
students of McGill, and the training of nurses, have heretofore
been somewhat cramped by the limited opportunities afforded
by the present maternity. Mrs. W. R. Miller, president of the
hospital, has been working assiduously in the direction of the
construction of a new and more modernized building, and has
thus far been liberally rewarded by Lord Strathcona's hand¬
some gift. Heretofore the nurses of the Royal Victoria and
General Hospitals, in order to perfect themselves in this im¬
portant work, had to finish at the Sloane Maternity in New
York; but as soon as the new maternity is erected, better
clinical instruction will be afforded both to the students of
McGill and the nurses in training at the two aforesaid hospi¬
tals. The whole institution will be thoroughly reorganized,
and in the governing body, McGill and the Royal Victoria and
General Hospitals will have equal representation.

CONSUMPTION SANATORIUM FOR TORONTO.
Several prominent medical men of Toronto, who have for the

past two years been interesting themselves in the establishing
of a home for indigent patients afflicted with tuberculosis, are

about to have their efforts become successful. A fresh start
and renewed interest was manifested when about twenty of
the leading physicians personally subscribed funds toward the
completion of the enterprise. Several philanthropic citizens
were also appealed to, and their responses have been satisfac¬
tory. At first the institution will be on a limited scale, but
will have a complete staff of consulting and visiting physicians.
It is expected that before another month a suitable building
will be purchased, and the patients will be admitted before
the onset of severe weather. The provisional trustees include
Mr. I. H. Cameron, Dr. L. M. Sweetnam and Dr. A. Jukes
Johnson.

Interstitial Gingivitis or So-Called Pyorrhea Alveolaris.
By Eugene S. Talbot, M.D., D.D.S. Philadelphia: S. S.
White Dental Mfg. Co. 1899.

Pyorrhea Alveolaris. By John Fitzgerald, L.D.S. London,Eng.: The Medical Publishing Co., Ltd. 1899.
These two works are devoted to a subject which has attracted,

and deservedly so, considerable attention from both the medi-
cal and dental professions. Until the appearance of the pres-
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